Australian Laser Class Association Inc.

2009 World Laser Masters Championship
- Ranking Policy -

Issued: 12th September 2008
PREAMBLE

The 2009 World Laser Masters Championship (the “World Championship”) will be conducted from the 27th August to the 5th September 2009 in Halifax, Canada.  
The International Laser Class Association (the “ILCA”) allocates places to the Australian Laser Class Association Inc. (the “ALCA”) for members of the seven District (State/Territory) Laser Associations within Australia.  The ALCA is then responsible for ranking Australian district members for the subsequent allocation of places to the World Championship.

NUMBER OF AUSTRALIAN PLACES

The ALCA has been allocated eleven (11) places based on current membership numbers.  It is anticipated that the ALCA may possibly be allocated additional places as a result of the ILCA’s place re-allocation system however, these places cannot be guaranteed.

APPLICATION FOR ENTRY

The ILCA introduced a new entry method (IC-231 issued 7th January 2008) whereby sailors apply on-line to enter the World Championship and following the closing date for applications, the ALCA ranks all Australian district members who have applied to enter the Worlds.  

Please be aware that to enter the World Championship sailors must satisfy all three criteria:

1. Be a current financial member of a District Laser Association of the ALCA Inc.

2. Have attained their 35th birthday by 27th August 2009

3. Be of good health and a competent sailor capable of racing a Laser in open water in 25 knot winds.

RANKING
The 2009 Australian Laser (Masters) Championship will be conducted from the 27th December 2008 to 5th January 2009 at the Fremantle Sailing Club, Fremantle WA.  

The ALCA will use the following method to rank Australian association members:

First Round - 
First place cube winners from the final results of the 2008 World Laser Masters Championship, Terrigal, Australia.

Second Round - 
The final results of the 2009 Australian Laser (Masters) Championship will be used by the ALCA as the basis for ranking sailors for nomination to the ILCA.  Rankings will be allocated using a formula that ranks sailors based on their finish position, adjusted to reflect the size of their division (see details below).

Third Round - 
Order of Entry as per the ILCA’s list.
RANKING FORMULA

The formula is based on the following principles:

1. Scores are adjusted by a fleet size factor that reflects the size of the sailor’s fleet as an adjusted proportion of the total Masters fleet.

2. Any ties that result will be broken in favour of the eldest sailor.

3. Masters sailors that move up a masters division between the Nationals and the Worlds will be ranked as per their Nationals score. 

4. Senior sailors turning 35 between the 2009 Nationals and the 2009 Worlds will need to nominate their intention to seek a Worlds place prior to the Nationals. They will then be scored according to the formula and their fleet size will be the number of seniors (as opposed to open) in their division. 

RESERVED PLACES

The ILCA will reserve all of the places initially allocated to the ALCA until the 6th January 2009, when the ALCA will complete its ranking of Australian district association members.  The ILCA will then contact sailors and offer places on the 6th January 2009.

The process of allocation of extra places will then take place as per the ILCA’s published schedule.
ALCA Vice President, Nick Carew, will be managing the rankings.  If you have any questions, please contact Nick at carewn@yahoo.com.au
